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Independence Insights 
 
Dear Independence HS families, 

As the school year comes to an end, I want to thank all of you for the extraor-
dinary ways in which you have supported your children and our school during 
this unusual school year. Even through hardships and crisis, as a school, we 
managed to assist 67 students with achieving their goal of graduating from 
high school. We want to thank you for your kindness and cooperation as our 
faculty and staff members worked to provide quality learning experiences for 
our students during remote learning. As we look ahead to next school year, we 
are looking forward to the return of face-to-face instruction in the Fall. We 
miss our students, and we cannot wait to have them back in the building! 

I have been very fortunate and blessed to serve as the school leader of Inde-
pendence HS for the past 12 years. The work that we do to support our stu-
dents continues to be one of the most rewarding aspects of my career. As a 
small school, we build authentic relationships with our students. We learn their 
stories and we embrace their differences. As one of the non-traditional high 
schools in Fulton County, we understand that one size does not fit all when 
educating our youth. When our graduates walk the stage during graduation, we 
know their stories and we respect the journey it took to get them to graduation 
day. We are so proud of our graduates, and we wish them the best as they 
close one chapter and begin the next chapter of their lives. 

We also had the opportunity to celebrate our PE/Health teacher, Ms. Paulsen. 
After over 40 years of service in education, she is retiring. We are grateful for 
her commitment to our students and our school. We will miss her, but we are 
excited for her and her family. We also celebrated Ms. Singh. After 19 years at 
Independence HS, she has accepted another position in the district. We will 
miss her hard work and dedication to our students. 

As the summer season approaches, I hope that you enjoy 

the time with your family and friends. I look forward to the 
new school year and I cannot wait to see our students in 

the Fall. Take care! 

 
           “Every Student, Every Day.” 

 

Sincerely, 
Tabatha Taylor,  
Principal 
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IHS 1st Semester 

Graduates 

IHS 2nd Semester 

Graduates 

Sylvestre Balbuena-Ramirez 

 

Sadie Edles 

 

Cameron Godfrey 

 

Logan Grayden 

 

Musa Hartzell 

 

Nathalie Jackson 

 

Tyshawn Jackson 

 

Kaylon Johnson 

 

Daniel Kim 

 

Yosef Mesfin 

 

Carrington Monroe 

 

Kevin Parada 

 

Fatima Perez 

 

Luis Quintana-Alvarado 

 

David Salinas 

 

Rachel Samuel 

 

Fakir Abdullah 

Yamileth Aguero-Ayala 

William Anderson 
David Brantley ~ Salutatorian 

Taylor Brennan 

Matthew Burleson 

Pablo Cepeda Camargo 

Brenda Corona-Rios 

Reyne Cosley 

Antonio Davis 

Christian DeYoung 

Isaiah Doleman 

Jordan Dupervil 

Cord Eads 

Chukwuemeka Edemcord 

Felix Fisch ~ Valedictorian 

Brooklyn Freesemann 

Karina Garcia 

Brianna Garnett 

Matthew Goen 

Dayanara Gonzalez-Cruz 

Yamilet Gonzalez-Cruz 

Ariel Guillermo-Benito 

Brenda Gutierrez-Mejia 

Victor Hernandez-Morales 

Elexah Hooper 

David Ibarra 

Zahir Jackson 

Claire Keeney 

Athena Landon 

Philip Lawson 

Alexandra Martinez-Pina 

Winston McCord 

Akiem McKinney 

Kendall Moore 

Jessica Morgan 

Assyira Norwood 

Lizbeth Ornelas Hernandez 

Shinaidine Paul 

Taphara Paul 

Travon Perater 

Moselle Rafael 

Madeline Reboin 

Kyreem Rhone 

Hanna Ricker 

Janeth Rojas Rojas 

Cameron Ronzoni Wodtke 

Trevion Ross 

Miguel Sanchez 

Mame Seye 

Jordan Slones 

Elizabeth Sweeney 

Christian Tarabicos 

Karla Tejada 

Montana Vernon 

Destiny Woods 

Zjanai Wright 

Elsa Zamudio Figueroa 
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Independence High School Shoutouts! 

2021 Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Adriana Enriquez 

2021 Professional  

of the Year 

Ms. Brett Szymendera 

Happy Retirement Mrs. Paulsen! 
 

Our wonderful Health, First Aid and Safety, and Personal Fitness teacher is retiring after 40 years of 

educational service! 

 

Mrs. Paulsen has been such an asset to the educational field. During her career, she has taught Physical 

Education, Performing Arts, Recreational Games, and Weight Training. She assisted Fulton County 

Schools with writing their Health and Personal Fitness curriculum, along with coaching various sports. 

During her time at Independence, she was our Graduation Committee chair, Book Coordinator and 

Interact Club co-chair. She has been the recipient of numerous awards including Independence Teacher 

of the Year (2012, 2016) and Fulton County Physical Education and Health Teacher of the Year (2009). 

 

Upon retirement, Mrs. Paulsen looks forward to improving her golf game and traveling. She has 

expressed missing her coworkers and cannot believe how fast her career went. One of her greatest 

rewards was seeing past students become teachers and coaches themselves. These students have 

credited this decision on the experiences they received in her classroom. 

 

You will be tremendously missed, Mrs. Paulsen! We couldn’t be more lucky to have had an educator 

like you for our school and students.  
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FCS 

2021-

2022 

School 

F 

O 

R 

M 

A 

T 

S 

It is the policy of the Fulton County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

sex, religion, natural origin, age or handicap in any employment practices, educational programs or 

activities. 
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The 

Georgia 

Laws of 

Life 

Essay 

Contest 

  

The Georgia Laws of Life (GLL) Essay Contest is a statewide writing 
and Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) program for students in grades 
9 through 12. Students are asked to select a maxim or “Law of Life,” 
such as “Honesty is the best policy” or “Kindness is the highest form 
of wisdom,” and then write essays explaining how the maxim applies 

to their lives. The essay contest gives students an opportunity to 
reflect on important life lessons while working on critical writing 
skills. The contest fits into Georgia Standards of Excellence and 

allows schools to implement (SEL) concepts. 
  

The Laws of Life Essay Contest rewards students of all achievement 
levels. The essays are judged primarily on the degree to which the 

essay writer shows that he or she has earnestly reflected on a law of 
life chosen by the student and applied it to his or her life. Each year, 
more than 45,000 students write essays for the Georgia Laws of Life 

contest at 70 partner schools. The contest presents 
approximately $21,000 in cash awards each 

school year to student winners and teachers. The 
Georgia Laws of Life contest is the largest essay 

contest of any kind in North America. 
  

We are delighted to announce that, with the help 
of Rotary volunteers, Felix Fisch has been named the School 

Winner and Yamilet Gonzalez-Cruz has been recognized with 
Honorable Mention in the Laws of Life Contest.  

  
The Rotary Club recognized both Felix and Yamilet at their lunch 
meeting Thursday, April 29, 2021. Felix was awarded a cash prize 

and a winner’s medallion. Both students read their essays and were 
awarded certificates. 

  
Congratulations to both of them! 
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New Enrollees for the  

2021-2022 School Year 

 

For additional information, 

please visit our website at 

www.independencehighs

chool.org or contact us at  

(470) 254-7530. 

The Office of Student Services  

Summer School Session 1 Summer School Session 2 1st day of 21-22 school year 

June 7 - June 24 July 1—July 22 August 9 

Our Blended 
Learning Format 

Blended Learning is a 
formal education 
model being 
successfully used in 
many schools 
throughout the nation. 
In Blended Learning, 
students will learn 
through two processes. 
Some learning will 
take place through 
online delivery of 
content and 
instruction. This gives 
students more control 
over the time, place, 
path, and/or pace of 
their own learning. 
Some learning will 
take place through the 
more traditional 
approaches of a 
supervised classroom. 
This gives students the 
one-on-one attention 
and personal 
connections needed to 
support their progress.  

Canvas 

The online component of Independence High School’s blended program will 
continue on the Canvas platform next year. The move to Canvas will help 
personalize student experience and help meet them at their current levels. 
Canvas allows more freedom for online interaction, including whole-group 
discussions, rubrics for feedback, and Office 365 and Nearpod integration. 
Canvas serves the population of Independence with a tool that is tailored to the 
students.  It offers more room for flexible materials support, while many of the 
lessons are able to live in one environment.  

Students will not only be required to go to Canvas to complete everything. The 
Office 365 integration ensures that students are also learning with necessary 
technology tools to navigate their life in a career. Word, Outlook, Powerpoint, 
and Excel will still exist in the Independence technology ecosystem, and they 
will continue to help students learn communication skills that should serve them 
beyond their high school years.  

Canvas is a simple to navigate platform, that is customizable for the student. The 
flexibility of Canvas also allows teachers to receive assignments in-person, 
instead of just online. It is accessible anytime and from anywhere with an 
internet connection.  

Our vision for 21-22 

Independence High School’s Student Services department could not be more 

excited to see our students back face-to-face next year!  

This past year, Fulton County Schools had teachers master social and emotional 

lessons utilizing a program called RethinkEd. This platform allowed our teachers 

to get insight on various topics that can affect any student. The material 

addressed various themes such as anxiety, communication, and self-awareness. 

Because we’re able to have our students back in the classroom, we’re eager to 

share the various lessons and information with our students. 

During the 21-22 school year, we will also be offering a counseling skills group 

called “STEPS-A”. This will assist students with destressing, personal 

mindfulness, emotion regulation and interpersonal effectiveness. These past 

couple of years have been stressful for most everyone, especially students. We 

want to make Independence High School a safe environment to grow 

academically, socially, and emotionally. 

Along with RethinkEd and DBT, we will be working closely with our students 

using Naviance. Naviance is a program to support our children in postgraduation 

plans. Students can explore countless options that best fit their needs after 

graduating from Independence. Aptitude tests, college, trade school, and career 

searches are some of the many things Naviance offers to help any student 

succeed.  

We look forward to seeing you soon! Have a wonderful summer! 

http://www.independencehighschool.org
http://www.independencehighschool.org
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DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

What are you most excited for next year? 

Independence High art classes are 
looking forward to Canvas. The new 
learning platform software will enable 
art students to engage online learning 
materials, such as instructional video 
and museum resources. Students have 
more flexibility to submit work. As your 
teacher I am most excited about Canvas 
freeing time taken by whole class 
instruction. Students can learn at their 
own pace, review information as 
needed, and possibly spend more time 
producing art projects. 

~ Mr. Campbell, IHS Art Teacher 

The Language Arts Department is looking forward 

to having students back in the classrooms next 

year and adapting our 9-12 curriculum to the new 

Canvas platform. We are excited about the 

flexibility that Canvas will offer. We plan to use the 

new platform to better blend our in-person 

assignments with online, asynchronous activities. 

Canvas will allow us to offer a better variety of 

reading and writing options and personalize the 

courses to meet the needs and interests of our 

students. The 2021-22 school year will offer more 

opportunities for blended learning, personal 

choice, and collaboration. With our students back 

in the classroom, we plan to resume our reading 

initiatives, book clubs and writing contest to show 

off the amazing work of our students. We are also 

very excited about Fulton County’s focus on 

literacy; we have been busy researching ways to 

transfer the reading skills that are taught in our 

courses to other content areas. 

~ Ms. Shorr, Language Arts Department Head 

The CTE department is pleased to announce a new Career Pathway. The 2021-2022 school year, will offer 
the Web and Digital Design Pathway. This pathway is designed for students to understand, communicate, 
and adapt to a digital world and its impact on their personal life, society, and the business world. 
Furthermore, it focuses on digital media using elements of text, graphics, sound, video and digital imaging 
to create professional looking web sites. 

The CTE Advisory Committee held its first planning meeting for the 2021-2022 school year on Wednesday, 

May 5, 2021. The committee exists to support educators, students, and businesses in developing, 

establishing, and evaluating the CTE programs to ensure students are well prepared for the work force. 

Members of this committee are volunteers who share an expert knowledge of the career duties, 

responsibilities and competency requirements for specific careers.  

~ Dr. Robinson, CTE Department Head 
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DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED 

What are you most excited for next year? 

The Math Department is excited to see our 
students face to face so that we can provide hands 
on learning, small groups, and personalized learning 
for them. We will continue to provide blended 
learning with in person and online learning using 
the new learning management system CANVAS. We 
will focus on student growth and meeting students 
where they are when they come to Independence 
High School in August. We will be offering the 
following courses: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, 
Math of Finance, Pre-Calculus, and AMDM.  

~Ms. Roy, Math Department Head 

The Social Studies Department is excited to 
introduce two new elective courses for the 
2021-2022 school year, Introduction to African 
American/Black Studies and Psychology.  
  
The Introduction to African American/Black 
Studies course explores the culture, history, 
art, accomplishments, and the march towards 
societal and political equality as they relate to 
the lives of African-Americans/Blacks in the 
United States. The journey will begin with the 
precolonial African Empires and Kingdoms up 
to the Election of the first African- American/
Black Asian female Vice President of the 
United States. 
  
If you are interested in learning why people 
behave, think and feel as they do, then enroll 
in the Psychology course. We will discuss 
everything from the basic workings of the 
human brain to consciousness, memory, 
reasoning and language to personality and 
other psychological phenomena.  
  
We look forward to expanding your horizons. 

~ Ms. Atkinson, Social Studies Teacher 

The Science Department will be entering the 

2021 school year using a new learning 

management system. What does that mean? 

That means, “So long to Edgenuity. Welcome to 

Canvas!”. Canvas will act as an asynchronous 

support for all students regarding content, 

assignment feedback, class discussions, 

resources, you name it. We will continue with a 

blended atmosphere, both in-person and online, 

but with a more problem based, research-

focused approach. In simpler terms, students 

will become Scientists. This upcoming school 

year will focus on growth from the beginning of 

the course to the end. Research and inquiry skills 

will develop through practical application of the 

Science and Engineering Practices. Not to worry, 

this will be an exciting opportunity to deeply 

immerse yourself in the disciplines of Science. 

Courses to be offered next year: Environmental 

Science, Earth Systems, Physical Science, Human 

Anatomy and Physiology, Biology, Health, 

Personal Fitness, First-Aid and Safety  

Exciting News: Let’s provide a warm welcome to 

our new Personal Fitness & Health teacher, Mr. 

Nathaniel Brown and a new science teacher will 

be hired soon.  

~ Ms. Fields, Science Teacher 


